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The Honorable Paul Ryan



The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Speaker





Democratic Leader

United States House of Representatives

United States House of Representative

Washington, DC 20515



Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell


The Honorable Charles E. Schumer

Majority Leader




Democratic Leader-Elect

United States Senate




United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510



Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Ryan, Leader Pelosi, Leader McConnell and Leader-Elect Schumer:

On behalf of the Prevent Cancer Foundation, I am writing to express our concern about the current discussion to phase out Medicare and replace it with a voucher program.  This privatization program could considerably increase health care costs for seniors, place many low-income seniors in danger of losing access to health care, including guaranteed coverage for preventive care, and fail to stop rising health costs.

As you are aware, the proposal currently under discussion would end Medicare as we know it, replacing guaranteed payments for coverage with vouchers that would enable seniors to purchase insurance on the private market.  These vouchers may not keep up with inflation, and almost certainly would not cover as much of seniors’ health costs as Medicare does.  In fact, the Kaiser Family Foundation estimates that replacing Medicare’s guaranteed payments with a voucher system would increase out of pocket costs for seniors by 40-50 percent, putting not only insurance but even preventive care out of reach for the half of Medicare recipients with annual incomes less than $24,150.

Medicare is one of the country’s most popular and successful programs.  It currently provides healthcare to 55.5 million people in the country, and in a relatively efficient manner.  Over the past 25 years, per capita Medicare spending has been significantly below the average per capita medical cost in the country.  This is expected to continue over the next ten years, with Medicare per capita cost estimated to rise by 4.3 percent compared to an average per capita increase of 4.8 percent.  Ending the Medicare program in its current form would not only pass costs on to seniors, but also leave them with higher costs than the Medicare program itself would have paid unless the voucher payments increase accordingly.

It is important that we maintain healthcare access for all, and especially senior citizens now and in the future who will not have employer coverage options and who have paid into Medicare for their entire lives.  We know that without health coverage, many do not seek preventive care.  Without preventive coverage through Medicare, many senior citizens will likely be forced to forgo preventive measures such as mammography, colonoscopy, and regular physicals, leading to more cases of cancer, and more cancer diagnosed when they have progressed and are less treatable.  Moreover, it will be more difficult for those who are diagnosed with cancer to afford treatment.

The Prevent Cancer Foundation understands that changes, such as increases in funding, or alterations to payments, will need to be made in order to increase Medicare’s solvency, and we are committed to working with Congress and the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) to find solutions.  We also support efforts made by CMS to decrease health care costs overall, such as through the Alternative Payment Model systems (APM) identified while working with providers.  However, any efforts made to restructure the program must be done with the goal of maintaining guaranteed coverage for all seniors, not by privatizing the program and risk leaving millions of seniors without adequate care.

For these reasons, we ask you to halt efforts to restructure and privatize Medicare, and rededicate your efforts to strengthening this essential program.  Increasing health care access and maintaining guaranteed coverage for preventive care for all seniors is essential to cancer prevention, early detection and successful outcomes.

Sincerely,


Carolyn Aldigé
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